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Before reading Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck, read the following background information:

	John Steinbeck
Biography



	· He was born in Salinas, California in 1902. His father was a county treasurer and his mother was a teacher. His stories are most often set in California.

· While still in high school (1914-1919), he worked as a ranch hand in the Salinas River Valley country: From this experience came the novel Of Mice and Men.

· He saw migrant workers: Men without futures, breaking their backs all day long for low wages and throwing the money away by drinking and gambling.

· John Steinbeck saw another side to the migrant workers. He developed a respect for their inner strength, their self-respect their pride, and their strength of spirit. For this reason, much of his writing focuses on the outcasts of society: The poor, the uneducated and those with mental health issues.

· He writes about the darker side of the human condition, but his concern is more for what unites human beings than what isolates us from one another.

· https://www.biography.com/people/john-steinbeck-9493358



	Setting



	· The setting for the novel is on a ranch in Soledad, California during the Great Depression (1930’s). The lifestyle of people during the Great Depression is important to the setting. As a result of the Great Depression, people experience economic injustice: Being driven off of their land, being unable to afford to own their own property, being exploited for poor wages, being denied opportunity for self-sufficiency and being trapped in a cycle of poverty. The lifestyle of the Great Depression became the backdrop for Steinbeck’s novel, Of Mice and Men.




	Significance of the Title



	· The title of the novel is an allusion to lines 39-40 in the poem “To A Mouse” by Robert Burns. Like Burn’s poem, Steinbeck’s novel is about how even the most carefully laid plans (George and Lenny’s plan to farm) can fall apart.

*Allusion- In a work of literature is a brief reference, explicit or indirect, to a person, place, or event, or to another literary work or passage.

· Robert Burns (1759-1796)

Robert Burns was born in Ayrshire County in Southern Scotland. His father was a poor farmer who nevertheless was able to give his son some education. Burns was often in trouble when he was young. In fact, he sold his first poems to raise money so he could sail to Jamaica and leave his troubles behind. Instead his poems were a success in Scotland, and there he stayed. Burns’ poetry is always of plain and ordinary things or people.

· Summary of poem:

The speaker turns up, with his plow, the nest of a mouse. This incident leads him to compare the mouse’s condition with man’s condition. The mouse cowers and tries to run away, but the poet says that it does not have to be in such a hurry to run away, that he won’t run and chase it with a plow. He says that he is sorry that “man’s dominion” has broken “nature’s social union” giving the mouse cause to fear man… “the best laid schemes o’ mice an man often go astray”, and leave us nothing but grief and pain where they promised joy. The mouse is blessed, compared with man, for the mouse is touched only by the present. The man can look to the past with sorrow and to the future with fear.




	Characters



	George Milton is a farm worker who is very kind and is Lennie’s best friend.

	Lennie Small is a big, strong farmworker.


	Curley is the son of the ranch boss. He is arrogant, once was a lightweight fighter and he picks fights to prove himself as being ‘bigger and better’ than the other men. 


	Slim is stereotyped as the ‘all American hero’: strong, fair minded, practical and exceptionally good at what he does.



	Candy is an old ranch worker who lost his hand, his money, his dog and his ambition.

	Curley’s wife is heavily made up, and flirts with the farm hands.


	Crooks is a stable hand with a crooked back; he is a victim of prejudice.


	Carlson is a mean farmworker.



	Vocabulary



	Below are vocabulary words that are found in the novel. Many of the words are unique to the time period and the ranch-life described in the novel. 



	1. Aloof-
2. Bindle-

3. Complacently-

4. Contorted-

5. Crestfallen-

6. Derogatory-

7. Euchre-

8. Fawning-

9. Gingham-

10. Hame-

11. Haunches-

12. Hobo-

13. Hoosegow-

14. Jack-

15. Jeering-
16. Jungle Up-

17. Morosely-

18. Pugnacious-

19. Raptly-

20. Retorted-

21. Skinner 
22. Sniveled-
23. Swamper- 
24. Tart-
25. Work Cards-

26. Writhed-
	Removed or distant either physically or emotionally. 
A bundle of clothes or bedding.
Marked by self-satisfaction especially when accompanied by unawareness of actual dangers. 

To twist into or as if into a strained shape or 

Expression.
Feeling shame or humiliation.
Expressive of a low opinion.
A card game in which each player is dealt five cards and the player making trump must take three tricks to win a hand.
Seeking or used to seek approval or favor by means of flattery.
A clothing fabric usually of yarn-dyed cotton in plain weave

One of two curved supports attached to the collar of a horse. 

Sit in a squatting position.
A migratory worker, homeless and usually penniless.
Slang for jail

Slang for money.
To speak or cry out with mockery.
A “jungle” was an area off the road where homeless people would camp; to “jungle-up” means to set up camp.
Sullenly; gloomily.

Eager and ready to fight.
A completely absorbed or engrossed look.

To answer back usually sharply

A mule driver.
To speak or act in a whining manner.
A general handyman and person responsible for cleaning out the barn.
A prostitute or promiscuous woman.
"Work cards" were issued by the WPA (Works Projects Administration) to help many of the thousands of men who were unemployed during the Great Depression. The government would repay employers who hired men who had signed up for this sort of relief; essentially, the employer got free, or nearly free, labor in exchange for hiring men who were out of work
To twist (the body or a bodily part) in pain.


ELA B10

Ms. McLeod

Novel Study
Of Mice and Men

- John Steinbeck-

Task: Complete the following questions.

1. How does Steinbeck convey Lennie’s animal-like qualities?

2. Why do the two men have to walk the four miles from Soledad?

3. Why does George carry work cards in his pocket?

4. What is Lennie hiding in his pocket?

5. “Lennie made an elaborate pantomime of innocence.”(p.8).

Explain.

6. Identify the simile used on p. 9 to describe Lennie handing the mouse back to George.

7. Who gave Lennie the mouse? Why did she stop?

8. What is George’s attitude towards Lennie in this section? Why does he continue to stay with him?

9. Whenever George gets frustrated with Lennie, he speaks about what he could be doing if didn’t have to look after Lennie. What would George like to do?
10. What things does Lennie do and say that make him like a child?
11. Why do George and Lennie have to leave Weed?

12. Explain the connection between Lennie’s mouse and what happened in Weed.

13. When Lennie feels rejected by George, where does he say he will go?

14. What are George’s instructions to Lennie, if Lennie should ever get into trouble?

15. Describe George’s dream. What suggests that the dream of the farm is unrealistic?
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Task: Complete the following questions.

1. Write to illustrate a description of the bunkhouse.
2. Why is the stable buck set apart from the other men? What happened to his back?

3. Why is the boss suspicious of George and Lennie?

4. What clothing does the boss wear to prove he is no ordinary labourer?

5. What explanation does George give the boss for Lennie’s mental condition? Is this explanation accurate?

6. What job does George say he and Lennie were doing in Weed?

7. What is Candy’s attitude toward Curley?

8. What is Candy’s opinion of Curley’s wife?

9. Why does Carlson want Candy to shoot his old dog?
10. What does Lennie say to George about the new pups?
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Task: Complete the following questions.

1. What does George’s conversation with Slim reveal about his past treatment of Lennie?

2. George explains Lennie’s Background. What does George say?

3. While in Sacramento George played a joke on Lennie. What did George do? 

4. Why does George trust Slim?

5. What is George’s analysis of Lennie’s attack on the girl in Weed? Does his explanation seem plausible?

6. What are Candy’s reasons against shooting his dog?

7. What are Carlson’s reasons for shooting Candy’s dog?

8. What is Suzy’s place?

9. Why does George decline the men’s invitation to go into town on Saturday night?

10. Why does George let Candy in on his dream?

11. Describe Curley’s attack on Lennie. Why does he attack him?

12. What does Lennie do to get his revenge on Curley?
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Task: Complete the following questions.

1. What does the description of Crook’s room reveal about him?
2. Why is ‘Crook’s” name appropriate for him?

3. Why does Crook allow Lennie to enter his room?

4. What is Crook’s reaction to the dream about the farm?

5. Describe Curley’s wife’s behaviour towards other men. What motives does Steinbeck suggest for her behaviour?
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Task: Complete the following questions.

1. Describe the atmosphere in the barn at the opening of this chapter.

2. How does Lennie react towards the dead puppy?

3. How does Curley’s wife feel about him?

4. Curley’s wife said, “I coulda made somethin’ of myself.” What does she think she could have done? Why didn’t she?

5. How is her dream different from George and Lennie’s dream?

6. Why does Lennie first touch Curley’s wife?

7. Describe her death.

8. How does Lennie react to what he has done?

9. What is George’s initial reaction to what Lennie has done?

10. Compare the reactions of Curley and Slim.
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Task: Complete the following questions.

1. While he is waiting for George in the clearing, what two hallucinations does Lennie have?

2. What does George tell Lennie to calm him down before he shoots him? Explain George’s last remarks to Lennie.

3. Explain the significance of the last line in the novel.
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A Study of the Writer’s Craft: John Steinbeck
Task: Complete the following questions:
1. John Steinbeck often uses repetition of words and phrases for emphasis. On page 1 it says, “There is a path through the willows and among the sycamores, a path beaten hard by boys coming down from the ranches to swim in the deep pool and beaten hard by tramps…”

Where do you see repetition? What is the effect? What is being contrasted?

2. Foreshadowing is a hint or suggestion of something that will happen later in a story. Explain what is foreshadowed in the following:
a. Lennie liking to touch soft things.

b. Lennie killing the mice given to him by his Aunt Clara.

c. Lennie touching the girl’s velvet dress in Weed.

d. George telling Lennie to return to their “special” place by the river.

e. Lennie’s inability to let go when he’s frightened.

f. Shooting candy’s dog.

3. Analyze the effectiveness of Steinbeck’s use of foreshadowing. What does it add to the novel?

4. Figurative Language is used throughout the novel to heighten meaning, add vividness and colour, and create images in the reader’s mind. Make a list of 5 similes and 5 metaphors from the novel.

5. Steinbeck is a master at describing places. The description of the area around the Salinas River at the beginning of Part One, the description of the bunk house at the beginning of Part Two, and the description of Crooks’ room at the beginning of Part Four are all excellent examples. Steinbeck uses words and phrases that signal spatial arrangements: close, against, over, on, in the middle, etc.

· Using Steinbeck’s description as a model, write your own description of your bedroom or another area in your home. When completed swap your descriptive paragraph with a partner. Provide one suggestion to your partner that would improve his/her descriptive paragraph.
6. A symbol is an object that represents an idea or belief. Explain the symbolic significance of the following:
a. “tending the rabbits”

b. To “live off the fatta the lan’” 
c. Candy’s dog

d. The farm and the garden of their dreams

e. References to hands: Lennie’s huge paws, Curley’s gloved hands, Candy’s missing hand.

f. Names and characters: Crooks, Candy, Curley, Curley’s wife, Lennie Small, George Milton.

g. Match each symbol with one of the major themes of the novel and explain the connection: 

· Loneliness and Responsibility to Others 

· Lost Dreams: “…The best-laid schemes o’ mice an’ men…” (line 39-42; To A Mouse by Robert Burns)
· Prejudice and Unfairness 
7. The theme is the main idea or message in the novel. 
A. Loneliness and Responsibilty to Others is one theme in the novel:
a. Explain what makes George and Lennie’s relationship special (p. 13-14). What does each gain from the other? How is this recognized by Crooks? (p. 71)

b. What does George suggest he could do without Lennie? (p.11-12)
How is this attitude ironic?

c. Why does the boss mistrust George? (p. 22) 

What seems to be lacking in the society Steinbeck describes?

d. When George describes the farm of their dreams (p.57), he identifies the source of the rootlessness felt among the characters. What basic need is not being met in the characters? How does this apply to Candy, Crooks, Curley’s wife and the ranch hands in general.  How is it related to the larger setting of the story?

e. In what way is George’s final actions ironic? In what way is it tragic?

B. Prejudice and Unfairness is another theme in the novel. Prejudice is an opinion formed without taking time and care to judge fairly; it can also mean stereotyping someone and treating that individual as a stereotype rather than an individual. Using the page references given below, explain the type of prejudice associated with the characters listed below. Determine as well whether the characters are the sources of or the object of discrimination:
a. Curley p. 26, 63, 96-97
b. Curley’s Wife p. 28, 31-32, 51, 95

c. Lennie p. 40, 90

d. Candy p. 60

e. Crooks p. 67-68, 70-72, 75, 80-81

*Use specific examples to support your conclusions.
f. Steinbeck always attempted to portray life realistically: Real life is not always fair. Using examples from the novel, discuss with a partner what you feel is unfair about the events described in the novel.
· Lost Dreams is another theme in the novel. The title of the novel is an allusion to lines 39-42 in the poem “To A Mouse” by Robert Burns. Like Burn’s poem, Steinbeck’s novel is about how even the most carefully laid plans (George and Lenny’s plan to farm) can fall apart and, as a result, their dreams are not achieved.

a. Describe George and Lennie’s dream (p. 14-15). What does it mean to “live off the fatta the lan’”?

b. What circumstance destroy the dream? How does George react? (p. 94)

c. What is Candy’s dream? (p.59-60)

d. Describe Crook’s dream (p. 60-61). What is he willing to do to achieve his dream? (p. 76) In what way is his fate tied to a much larger social problem?

e. Describe Curley’s wife’s dream (p. 78 and 88). How does her self-centeredness prove fatal?

f. Describe Curley’s dream (p. 25-26 and p.78).
8. Use the graphic organizer to identify the plot of the novel.
9. What point of view is the novel told in?
10. What do you think of John Steinbeck’s writing style? Explain.
