ELA A30
Ms. McLeod

Genre: Poetry

Selections:
 *“Our Drum” by Antoine Mountain 
*“Not Just A Platform For My Dance” by Marilyn Dumont

Biography:
Marilyn Dumont is of Cree/Metis ancestry. Since 1985 she has been published in numerous Canadian Literary journals. She has won several awards including the Alberta Book Award for poetry. She has taught at Simon Fraser University and the University of Windsor.
The themes of the poems “Our Drum” and “Not Just A Platform For My Dance” are similar in that they both are about ‘the land’ from a First Nations or Metis perspective.

Before reading the poems, read the following two quotes. In your own words, explain what Suzuki and Wagamese are saying about the land.

After reading the poems, answer the questions that follow:
Questions:

1. Aboriginal people in Canada have traditionally respected nature and the land. How is this respect evident in the two poems.

2. Explain what the ‘land’ means to both poets.

3. Read over the definitions at the bottom of the page and identify one example of each of the following figures of speech and literary devices:

a. Metaphor

b. Personification

c. Alliteration

d. Repetition

4. Considering how Keeper, Suzuki, Mountain and Dumont feel about the land, write in your notebooks how you feel about the land. 

The ‘Land’ is important to me because…

Look at the following definitions to help you answer question #3:

1. Metaphor-A figure of speech in which two things are compared without the use of like or as, example: “death is an elephant”

2. Personification- a figure of speech in which an inanimate object is given human powers, qualities or emotions, example: “the clouds danced across the grey sky”.

3. Alliteration- The repetition of consonant sounds, usually at the beginning of two or more words in a line of verse “doom is darker and deeper…”
4. Repetition- Repeating the same word or phrase for emphasis, example “water, water everywhere”
