ELA A30 

Ms. McLeod

Canadian Perspectives: Distinct and Rich
Canadian Identity

What does it mean to be Canadian?

Before and throughout our nationhood, Canada’s diversity has been a source of pride and pain, strength and struggle. The wealth of worldviews represented in Canada challenges us, individually and collectively, to define ourselves not just as individuals, but as a nation unique among other nations. Though we live in different regions, work at different endeavours, and experience different customs, lifestyles, and ways of knowing, we strive to live together to honour all the voices and perspectives that make this country great…(Saskatchewan Curriculum).
A. John Diefenbaker used a metaphor to describe Canada (He was the Prime Minister of Canada from 1957 -1963). For John Diefenbaker, the image of a garden is what best describes Canada not ‘a melting pot’:
“Canada is not…a melting pot in which the individuality of each element is destroyed in order to produce a new and totally different element. It is rather a garden into which have been transplanted the hardiest and brightest flowers from many lands, each retaining in its new environment the best of the qualities for which it was loved and prized in its native lands.”
B. Government policies vary from one country to the next. In dealing with immigrant groups and their cultures, there are essentially three approaches:

· Monoculturalism- In most Old World nations, culture is very closely linked to nationalism, thus government policy is to assimilate immigrants.
· Melting Pot- In the United States the traditional view has been for a melting pot where all the immigrant cultures are mixed and amalgamated without state intervention.
· Multiculturalism- In comparison to the above two approaches, multiculturalism is a view or policy where immigrants and others should preserve their cultures with the different cultures interacting peacefully within one nation. This is the official policy of Canada and Australia. Multiculturalism has been described as preserving a ‘cultural mosaic’ of separate ethnic groups and is contrasted to a ‘melting pot’ that mixes them.

C. In 1971 the Liberal government of Pierre Trudeau passed the official Multiculturalism Act. The Act made it possible for all Canadians to preserve their culture. In 1982 the policy was added to the Canadian Constitution. 
D. Visual images or symbols try to give us a picture of our nature or identity. Canadian 

identity refers to the unique culture, characteristics and condition of being 

Canadian, as well as the many symbols and expressions that set Canada and 

Canadians apart from other peoples and cultures of the world.

Task: Read the attached article from The Prince Albert Daily Herald, Multiculturalism Part of Canadian Reality.
After reading discuss the following questions with a partner:

· What are some challenges faced by New Canadians? 

· How does this person’s experience compare/contrast with your own experience as a Canadian?
· What are the benefits of a multicultural society?
· Viewing Activity: Brand Canada, CBC Curio
After viewing Discuss with a partner:

· What is Canada’s Brand? 
· What is Canadian culture? 

· How would you describe what a Canadian looks like to someone who has never been to Canada? 
Task: Read Multiculturalism: Canada’s Brand by Marina Jimenez on p. 111 in your iLit text. When completed reading answer questions #1, 3, 4, 5 on p. 116.
· Viewing Activity: How to Become a Canadian Citizen by Russell Peters[image: image1.png]



