ELA B30

Ms. McLeod

Hamlet
Hamlet Act One Questions

1. Fill in the missing information:

	Speaker
	Quote
	Context
	Meaning/ Significance

	
	Speak to me; 
If there be any good thing to be done, 
That may to thee do ease and grace to me,
Speak to me; 
If thou art privy to thy country's fate, 
Which, happily, foreknowing may avoid, 
O, speak! 
Or if thou hast uphoarded in thy life
Extorted treasure in the womb of earth, 
For which, they say, you spirits oft walk in death, 
Speak of it! stay, and speak!
	
	Tell me what you need:

· Is there a good deed I can do that will allow you to rest in peace?

· Do you have a secret or warning you want to tell about our country’s fate?

· Is there some treasure you want to tell about?

	Hamlet
	Not so, my lord. I am too much i' the sun.
	Act 1 sc. ii l. 67

In the king’s court—responding to Claudius’s question
	Play on words-- Don’t call me your son.

	Laertes
	For he himself is subject to his birth.

He may not, as unvalued persons do,

Carve for himself, for on his choice depends

The safety and health of this whole state.

And therefore must his choice be circumscribed

Unto the voice and yielding of that body

Whereof he is the head.


	Act 1 sc. iii l.18-24

Just before Laertes leaves—farewell speech to his sister—Ophelia--talking about Hamlet
	

	King

Hamlet’s Ghost
	Thus was I, sleeping, by a brother’s hand

Of life, of crown, of queen at once dispatched,

Cut off even in the blossoms of my sin,


	
	


2. Add to your character list. Describe each of the characters we’ve been introduced to so far.  Ex. Laertes- concerned for his sister’s reputation.
Hamlet-
Gertrude-

Claudius-

Ghost-

Polonius-

Laertes-

Ophelia-

3. In Act One, Hamlet experiences quite a range of emotions- mournful, angry, sarcastic, depressed, disgusted, curious, horrified, and vengeful.  Find one example in the play to explain why he is feeling that way.  (example: Hamlet is mournful when he is missing his father- he resents his mother’s remarriage and he thinks he’s the only one who grieves for his father.)
4. What advice do Laertes and Polonius give Ophelia?  Why?  How does she react?

5. What is the function of the Polonius-Ophelia-Laertes family in this play? What parallels exist between their situation and that of the ruling family? 
6. What does Hamlet learn from the Ghost's speech? 

7. After speaking with the Ghost, what will Hamlet do? Quote the lines which indicate the plan.

8. What is "rotten in the state of Denmark," as Marcellus tells us? What do we learn about the situation in Scene I? In Scene II? 
9. In what ways is Scene II a contrast to Scene I? What do we learn about Gertrude, Claudius, and Hamlet in this scene? 
Interface p. 22

To Thine Own Self Be True

Polonius’ advice to Laertes:

1) Keep your thoughts to yourself and think before you act.
2) Be friendly but not too friendly-be cautious of strangers. 
4) Try to stay away from confrontations; however, if you must get involved,

     defend yourself.  
5) Be a good listener, and do not talk too much. 
6) Listen to what others say and don’t judge. 
7) Buy nice clothing but don’t be ostentatious to outdo your peers. 
8) Do not lend or borrow money.
9) Most importantly be true to yourself: be yourself !


