ELA A30 

Ms. McLeod

The Painted Door 

 Sinclair Ross
Sinclair Ross-was born on January 22nd,1908 in Shellbrook, SK; he grew up on a prairie homestead. Ross died at the age of 88. Ross is one of Canada’s most respected writers. His writing is often a powerful depiction of the prairies and the Great Depression. Ross’ best known work is As For Me and my House. This novel is set in a small Saskatchewan town during the depression. “The Painted Door” is one of his most published stories. The theme of intellectual isolation predominates in this selection as it does in many of Ross’ works.

 His well crafted structures and precise images are genius. In 1992 he received The Order of Canada from Gov, Gen. Ramon Hnatyshyn and commented,” not bad for a prairie farm boy”.
The Painted Door exemplifies the main ideas often found in prairie literature: The impact of the landscape upon the mind, the urge to conquer the land, the power of nature as a force, and the type of individual produced by the landscape. As in most prairie literature, the weather, the environment and ‘the elements’ play a vital role in the story. As you read be conscious of the references to wind, snow and adverse weather conditions and the effect that the weather conditions and the isolation has on the moods and feelings of the characters. What psychological impact does the isolation and loneliness have on the characters? 

The title of this selection, as in most literature, is very significant. The significance, however, is not discovered until the end.

Vocabulary: 

1. Petulant- showing sudden irritation over a trifle thing.

2. Insolent- Boldly rude

3. Latent- present but not visible
4. Heedless-doesn’t listen

5. quailed- recoil-flinch

6. Furtive- sly or sneaky

7. inured- to toughen or accustom by experience.

8. “Double Wheel Around the Moon”- from weather lore: early day farmers,who didn’t have the ‘benefits’ of our modern meteorologists, had a lot of ways of predicting the weather and a lot of them were very valid, such as, “a ring around the moon means a storm is coming soon”.
Journal Topic: Discuss the THREE most important ingredients to a successful relationship. 
