Ms. McLeod

ELA B10 

Novel Study

The Bite of the Mango 

by Mariatu Kamara
Biography: Mariatu Kamara was born in Sierra Leone, Africa. She lives in Canada now and is a UNICEF Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict. She tours North America speaking of her experiences.

In her novel, The Bite of the Mango Mariatu shares her story of immense courage. She tells of her unimaginable journey from the African bush to a new life in Canada.

1. Think about what life is like elsewhere in the world. In a paragraph of 6-8 sentences write about what you like/don’t like about living in Canada.

2. Answer the following question:

How might my life look to a person in war-torn Africa? 
Inquiry

Think about what life is like in Africa. Jot down your thoughts and questions about what you want to find out about, what you wonder about and what you are curious about in Sierra Leone and Africa. Once you have at least five questions written down, research your questions on the internet: 

A. Read the following notes :

War in Sierra Leone

The Sierra Leone Civil War began on  March 23rd, 1991 and did not end until January 18th, 2002.The war began when  Revolutionary United Front (RUF), with support from the special forces of Charles Taylor from Liberia , intervened in Sierra Leone in an attempt to overthrow the Momoh government. This was the beginnings of the horrific 11-year civil war that left over 10,000 people in Sierra Leone limbless and over 50,000 dead. 
In January 1999 world leaders intervened and began negotiations with the RUF and the government. The Lome Peace Accord, signed on March 27th, 1999 was the result. Lome gave Foday Sankoh, the commander of the RUF, the vice presidency and control of Sierra Leone's diamond mines in return for an end to the fighting and the deployment of a UN peacekeeping force to monitor the disarmament process. However, RUF compliance with the disarmament process was inconsistent, and by May 2000 the rebels were advancing upon Freetown once again. With help from the UN, the British finally defeated the RUF. On January 18, 2002, President Kabbah declared the Sierra Leone Civil War officially over. (Wikipedia Encyclopedia)

B. Viewing Activity

Go to the Mariatu Foundation at www.mariatufoundation.com click on exhibition and go to the visual called 'Mariatu' and 'Ishmael Beah -- Child Soldier' youtube clip

Or 'Interview with a Former Child Soldier Ishmael Beah'

Or 'child of war' by Axiom movies

The Bite of the Mango 

by Mariatu Kamara
1. How does the hazard of place of birth affect a person's childhood (ex. childhood in Canada as opposed to being forced to become a child soldier)?
2. How different might my childhood look from a child in war-torn Africa? 
3. List 10 ways that life in Canada differs from life in Sierra Leone. 
4. What other questions would you like to explore during this novel study?
Name ________________________________________________ 

Bite of the Mango Chapter Questions
Chapter 1
1. Who is the narrator of the story? 

2. Who does Mariatu live with? 

3. What is the name of the village Mariatu lives in? 

4. Why is Mariatu’s village considered close-knit? Use textual evidence to support your answer.
5. Why don’t children go to school in Mariatu’s village? How does Mariatu feel about this? 

6. Mariatu has two cousins: _______________________, __________________________. 

7. What is wrong with Ibrahim?

8. Where do Mariatu’s parents live?

9. Draw Mariatu’s family tree here: 
10. Why don’t Sampa and Aminatu get along? Who are they? 
11. Who wants to marry Mariatu? 

12. Who does Mariatu want to marry? Why is she told she cannot marry him? 

13. Where does Mariatu go at the end of chapter 1? Why does she go there?

14. Describe Mariatu’s family and life. 
15. Write a few sentences comparing Mariatu's family life with your own childhood. Describe some similarities and some differences 

Chapters 2 and 3

1. Mariatu had a premonition that something awful would happen. Define "premonition" and describe Mariatu's.
2. What does Alie ask Mariatu to do? 

3. How does Mariatu react to his request? What does she do? Why is this significant? 
4.  Mariatu's horrible ordeal with the rebels is almost impossible to understand for those who have not had first hand experience with war. Complete the following Sensory Chart noting all of the details of the attack:

	Sense
	Sensory Details

	Sight


	

	Sound

	

	Touch


	

	Smell

	

	Taste


	


Chapters 4, 5 and 6  

1. Describe the significance of the black cobra.
2. Why can’t the man from the road help Mariatu? 
3. Mariatu often starts a new chapter with a memory from her childhood. What is the significance of telling these childhood stories? What effect does this have on you as a reader?
4. Describe some of the people that helped Mariatu along the way. 
5.  What is the significance of Mariatu's story about the weaver bird?
Chapters 7 and 8
1. Why does Mariatu say, “I want to die”? 
2. What gives Mariatu comfort? (Hint: page 73) 
Chapters 9-12

1. Why does Marie feel guilty after she is reunited with Mariatu? 
2. In the chart below list the things that happened to Mariatu during these chapters that were hard or difficult. On the other side make a list of things that happened that were uplifting and gave her hope.
	Difficult/Hard Experiences
	Optimistic/Uplifting Experiences

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


3.  What is Abdul suffering from? What does Mariatu do to try to help him? What happens to him? 

5. Why is Mariatu’s “luck finally changing”? (Hint: pg. 118)
6.   Why does Mariatu feel the need to perform with the theater troupe after all? 
Chapters 13 and 14

1. How and what does Mariatu learn about Canada?
2. How and what does Mariatu learn about Sierra Leone?
3. Why does Marie apologize to Mariatu? 
4. What advice does Marie give Mariatu? (Hint: pg. 141) 
Chapter 15 and 16
1. Describe Mariatu's reaction to being in London and why you think she reacts this way?
2. Does Mariatu enjoy living in London? Use textual evidence to support your answer. 
3. What did Mariatu learn in England? How was this experience beneficial? (Hint: pg. 157)
4. How old was Mariatu when she returned to Freetown from London? 
5. Why didn’t Yabom and her husband want Mariatu to return to the refugee camp? 

Chapter 17 and 18 
1. What is Mariatu’s first impression of Canada? Does she like it? Use 1 piece of textual evidence to support your answer. 
2. Why does Mariatu have to stay with Kadi a little longer? 
3.  On page 176 Abou says “In North America, a lot of kids take getting an education for granted.” Do you agree or disagree with the statement and why? 
Chapter 19 and 20
1. Who does Mariatu thank at her ESL graduation ceremony? 
2. Describe Mariatu’s first impression of high school. 
3. What did the War Amps of Canada give Mariatu?

4. What did Mariatu find out from Bill’s email? 

Chapter 21 and 22
1. Why is Mariatu sick to her stomach after class? 

2. What does Mariatu mean when she says, “But the anger made me feel sick, and over time I saw that taking a life was not the solution” on page 197?
3.  After her return to Freetown who is Mariatu going to meet?
4. On 209 what advice does Mohammed give Mariatu? Why does he say this? 
5. Explain the significance of Mariatu’s last thought on 212. What does she mean? What does she finally realize? 
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